In discussing this question, so important not only to us as dentists, but to the world at large as our patients, let us first endeavor to understand clearly the meaning embraced in this term. Ethics is defined to be a code of laws for the government of a body in their conduct toward each other as a body, and toward others with whom they are thrown in contact. Since men in the earliest times
began to associate together there has been found the necessity of a code of laws to regulate and control them. These were at first very few and simple, being only what was generally conceded to be the common rights. But later on, as the population of the world increased and men began to form themselves into kingdoms and nations, then a code of written laws came into vogue, and penalties were provided for their violation. Still later on, when men began to seek other means of gaining a subsistence than by tilling the soil, and found a necessity for skilled labor, then they divided themselves into trades and professions, and these were sub-divided into specialties, the need of a code of ethics to regulate the practitioners of each profession in their conduct toward each other and toward their patients was found necessary. This was especially so in the practice of medicine, and dentistry being but a branch of that profession, must feel a like need.
The In regard to the treatment of our dentist toward another, we can only be careful to observe the courtesy which is practiced by gentlemen in polite society. Do not do or say anything in disparagement of a brother dentist; do not criticise his work in presence of his patients. If you cannot say anything in his favor, remember that "silence is golden." Words said intending to reflect on a fellow practitioner will often injure the speaker more than him at whom it was aimed. How often, though, do we see professional envy and bitter feelings crop out, and dentists say things of each other behind their backs which would not be tolerated if said in their presence. Our code says that the young man should show special respect to the old, and the old man should encourage the young; but how often is the reverse of this the case. Our young men, fresh from the walls of their alma mater, will sneer at their elders call them "old fogies," "old moss-backs," etc. Nor are the older men much better. Instead of their taking the young man by the hand, encouraging him and helping him over the hard places, enabling him to get fairly started in his course, they will sneer at their younger rival, dubbing him as a "greenhorn," or as "a brainless school-boy."
In speaking of our conduct in our intercourse with our patients, I cannot do better than quote from an address by Dr 
